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Joint Board to consider hyperacute stroke service proposals 

The joint board of NHS County Durham and Darlington will consider the proposal to consolidate a single site for hyperacute stroke services at the University Hospital of North Durham at a board meeting to be held in public on Tuesday 1 November 2011. 

The meeting will commence at 2.00 pm and will take place in the Auditorium at the Durham Centre, Belmont Industrial Estate, Durham, DH1 1TN.

The joint board are expected to discuss and consider the findings of the recent formal consultation and the case for change which will be presented at the meeting.

NHS County Durham and Darlington, as the organisation responsible for planning and buying the best possible healthcare and services for local people, led the consultation process.

A number of public consultation meetings were held across County Durham and Darlington to give local people the opportunity to have their say on the PCTs’ proposals.  A dedicated consultation website was developed where people could download relevant information, including the consultation document and complete an online survey.  

People without internet access were able to write to the PCT to have their views noted via a freepost address and could also telephone via a dedicated line.    
The proposals for change considered as part of the consultation process were developed through a review of stroke services undertaken by NHS County Durham and Darlington in collaboration with County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust and other stakeholders. 
 
The review examined the whole stroke pathway from stroke prevention right through to rehabilitation care offered after discharge from hospital and looked to identify where things needed to change. 

The need for greater direct admission to stroke services was highlighted together as well as concerns about the sustainability of the current hospital model of hyperacute services across two hospital sites. Clinicians and managers then looked at a series of options, and put forward a preferred option for change.

Representatives from County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust have been invited to attend the meeting.
 
Yasmin Chaudhry, Chief Executive of NHS County Durham and Darlington said: “Our proposals have been developed in a transparent manner with clinicians, patients and the public. The purpose of the consultation process was to gather more evidence, views and comments in order to test the conclusions we have come to.  

“The focus of the recent consultation and this decision is about getting the best possible clinical outcomes for the people of County Durham and Darlington.”

Papers for the meeting will be available to download from the PCT’s website – www.cdd.nhs.uk on Thursday 27 October 2011.  Alternatively, people can request paper copies by contacting Amanda Million on 0191 374 4234 or email Amanda.million@nhs.net.
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