STATEMENT ON NHS REFORM BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HEALTH
With permission, Mr Speaker, I should like to make a statement about NHS modernisation.
Modernisation of the NHS is necessary, it is in patients’ interests, and it is the right thing to do to secure the NHS for future generations.

The Health and Social Care Bill is one part of a broader vision. Of health and health services in this country which are among the best in the world. Where we have world-leading measurement of the results we achieve for patients. Where patients always experience “no decision about me without me”. A service where national standards and funding secure a high-quality, comprehensive service available to all, based on need, not ability to pay – and where the power to deliver is in the hands of local doctors, nurses, health professionals and local communities.

Mr Speaker, the House will know that the Bill completed its Committee Stage last Thursday. I was also able to announce last week that a further 43 GP-led commissioning consortia had successfully applied to be pathfinder commissioning groups. We now have a total of 220 groups representing 87 per cent of the country; that is 45 million patients whose GP surgeries are committed to showing how they can further improve services for their patients. 
In addition, 90 per cent of relevant local authorities have come forward to be early implementers of Health and Wellbeing Boards, bringing democratic leadership to health, public health and social care at local level.
This progress is very encouraging. Our desire is to move forward with the support of doctors, nurses and others who work in the NHS and make a difference to the lives of so many of us, day in, day out.

We recognise that this speed of progress has brought with it some substantive concerns, expressed in various quarters. Some of those concerns are misplaced or based on misrepresentations – but we recognise that some are genuine. 

We want to continue to listen to, engage with and learn from experts, patients and frontline staff within the NHS and beyond, and to respond accordingly.

I can therefore tell the House that we propose to take the opportunity of a natural break in the passage of the Bill to pause, listen and engage with all those who want the NHS to succeed, and subsequently to bring forward amendments to improve the plans further in the normal way. 
We have, of course, listened and improved the plans already. We strengthened the overview and scrutiny process of local authorities in response to consultation. And in Committee we made amendments to make it absolutely clear that competition will be on the basis of quality, nor price. Patients will choose and GPs will refer on the basis of comparisons of quality, not price.
Let me indicate some areas where I anticipate that we will be able to make improvements, in order to build and sustain the support for the modernisation which we recognise is crucial.

Choice, competition and the involvement of the private sector should only ever be a means to improve services for patients, not ends in themselves. Some services, like A&E or major trauma, clearly will never be based on competition. 

And people want to know that private companies cannot cherry-pick NHS activity, undermining existing NHS providers; that competition must be fair. Under Labour, the private sector got a preferential deal and £250 million was paid for operations which never happened. We have to stop that.

People want to know that the GP commissioning groups cannot have a conflict of interest, are transparent in their decisions and accountable not only nationally but locally, through the democratic input to Health and Wellbeing Boards. We too want this to be the case.
People want to know that the patient’s voice through HealthWatch and in commissioning is genuinely influential. 
And doctors and nurses in the service have been clear that they want the changes to support truly integrated services, breaking down the institutional barriers which have held back modernisation in the past.

As I told the House on 16 March, we are committed to listening and we will take every opportunity to improve the Bill. The principles of the Bill are: 
· that patients should always share in decisions about their care;
· that front-line staff should lead the design of local services; 
· that patients should have access to whichever services offer the best quality; 
· that all NHS trusts should gain the freedoms of foundation trust status; 
· that we should take out day-to-day political interference through establishment of a national NHS Commissioning Board and through strong independent regulation for safety, quality and effectiveness; 
· that the public’s and patients’ voice must be strengthened; and

· that local government should be in the lead in public health strategy.

These are the principles of a world-class NHS that command widespread professional and public backing.

All of these principles will be pursued through the Bill, and our commitment as a coalition government to them is undiminished. We support and are encouraged by all those across England who are leading these changes nationally and locally and we want them to know that they can be confident in taking this work forward. Our objective is to listen to them and support them, as we take the Bill through.
No change is not an option. With an ageing and increasing population, new technologies and rising costs, we have to adapt and improve. Innovation and clinical leadership will be key. We want to reverse a decade of declining productivity. We have to make productive care and preventative services the norm. And we must continue to cut the costs of administration, of quangos and the bureaucracy. 

The House knows my commitment to the NHS and my passion for it to succeed. To protect the NHS for the future must mean change. Not in the values of the NHS. But change through bringing forward and empowering leadership within the NHS to secure the quality of services on which we all depend. 

Change is never easy but the NHS is well-placed to respond. I can tell the House today that the NHS is in a healthy financial position. 
Waiting times remain at historic low levels as promised under the NHS Constitution. 
Patients with symptoms of cancer now see a specialist more quickly than ever before. 
MRSA is at the lowest level since records began. 
We have helped over 2000 patients have access to new cancer drugs which previously would have been denied to them.

This is a testament to the excellent work of NHS staff up and down the country and we thank them for their efforts to achieve these results for their patients.

This Coalition Government is increasing NHS funding by £11.5 billion over this Parliament. But the service cannot afford to waste any money. We can only sustain and build on these improvements by modernising the service to be ever more efficient and effective with taxpayer’s money.

The Bill is a once in a generation opportunity to set the NHS on a sustainable course, building on the commitment and skills of the people who work for it. Our purpose is simple - to provide the best healthcare service anywhere in the world. 
I commend this statement to the House.
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