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Photocall:
Consultant dermatologist, Dr Andrew Wright and Barbara Cawood, the chairperson of the Friends of St Luke’s, will be available for a photograph with the new UVB machine (and a patient) in the new dermatology treatment unit on Wednesday, April 20 at 11am.


Date: Embargoed to April 20, 2011, at noon: 

Media Release

NEW TREATMENT UNIT FOR CITY’S SKIN PATIENTS OPENS

An advanced treatment facility with £50,000 worth of new equipment which will benefit patients with skin problems from across the city has opened at St Luke’s Hospital.

The new dermatology (photo therapy) day care unit on F4 was created to house five ultraviolet machines – two of which were purchased jointly by Bradford Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and the Friends of St Luke’s.

Dr Andrew Wright, consultant dermatologist , said: “The number of patients we have been treating has gradually increased over the years and our old treatment facility became cramped and our machines overworked. It is therefore a huge development in our service to be able, not only to acquire two innovative UVB machines but also to move to a new dedicated, technically-advanced, ultraviolet light treatment facility.

“We are very grateful to the Friends of St Luke’s who funded one of the machines and to the Foundation Trust for the other, as well as having invested in our new, revamped unit. 

“Staff are delighted be working in new modern facilities with enhanced equipment which will greatly benefit the care of patients with skin problems in Bradford and beyond.”

Ultraviolet light treatments for patients are delivered using two different forms; UVB machines treat the patient’s body while UVA machines can also treat the patient’s hands and feet as well as their body.

These standard forms of treatments are used widely on patients with skin problems, particularly psoriasis, but also eczema and various other less common skin conditions such as polymorphic light eruption, lichen planus and other rarer kinds of eczemas.  
Dr Wright added: “Such treatment has been offered in Bradford for over 30 years but when I first arrived in the city in 1990 we had only one combined UVA/UVB machine at the hospital.  

“About 12 years ago we purchased another UVB machine which, at the time, delivered a relatively new form of UVB called TLO1 treatment which has proved extremely successful, particularly for treating patients with psoriasis.

“We now have one existing UVA and two new UVB machines for the body alongside our existing two UVA machines for hand and foot treatments so patients really should see an improved service as the facility brings new technology along with increased space for patients, better changing facilities and more private seating areas. 

“Future dermatology plans include computerised booking and patient records to ensure that the patient experience becomes more streamlined and timely, which is obviously a considerable step forward in the management of patients with skin problems in Bradford.” 

An additional twenty thousand pounds was also spent remodelling the existing clinical space within the new dermatology unit. The three rooms which house the UV machines were redesigned and upgraded, while patients changing facilities were also improved, male and female waiting areas created and four treatment rooms added.



ENDS…..


For further media information, please contact Jason Joy (01274 364022) or Tanya Tarry (01274 364700). 


Email: Jason.joy@bradfordhospitals.nhs.uk
	Tanya.tarry@bradfordhospitals.nhs.uk


Note to Editors:

Bradford Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust:

Bradford Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust runs Bradford Royal Infirmary and St Luke’s Hospital.

Trust status was gained in 2004 and there are now over 50,000 members.

The Trust employs around 5,000 staff and provides nearly 1,000 beds across both sites, while 2,000 more patients attend out-patient clinics at the hospitals each week.

Bradford Royal Infirmary (BRI) is home to one of the busiest A&E departments in the country with more than 100,000 attendances each year, while the maternity unit is also one of the busiest in the UK, delivering more than 6,000 babies each year.

St Luke’s hospital, which is centeredcentred around the modern Horton Wing, provides outpatient and rehabilitation services. It has 119 beds and houses the renal dialysis unit.
 
The Trust also runs ambitious programmes such as the Yorkshire Cochlear Implant Service from the hi-tech Listening For Life Centre, and the Born In Bradford project which is based at the Bradford Institute of Health Research unit based in the grounds of the BRI.

For more information please visit www.bradfordhospitals.nhs.uk
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