Smart spending Care Services NHS Barnsley saves money for front line services

Care Services NHS Barnsley is responding to a call by the National Audit Office (NAO) and the new ‘Product Pricing Project’ to cut spending on basic supplies.  

The NAO study showed that at least 10 per cent (£500 million per year) of NHS spending on consumables was unnecessary. One of the biggest wastes identified was on like-for-like products, with an estimated £150 million, averaging £900,000 per trust, being wasted in this way. 

Barnsley Primary Care Trust is scrutinising spend on supplies to obtain better value for money and help preserve funding for front-line services. In examining potential savings on like-for-like products, the Trust has identified a projected £18,000 per year saving on tubular bandaging – replacing a brand-leading product alternative tubular bandages to achieve savings of up to 40%. 

Clinical adviser Lynne Hepworth, Lead Tissue Viability Nurse Specialist for Care Services NHS Barnsley, said: “Where products are of the same quality and efficacy, it’s essential that we replace the more costly product with a less expensive alternative. This is the policy we have applied in switching to Comfifast tubular bandages which work just as well as the brand leading product but are better value for money.  We started by trialling the new bandages on hospital wards and the nursing staff didn’t notice any difference.”

The Trust uses the ScriptSwitch system that prompts individual prescribers to prepare prescriptions for the best value products available, as assessed by the Trust, to ensure equivalent quality at the best price.

Jim Easton, the NHS National Director for Improvement and Efficiency, has written to all chief executives inviting them to join the ‘Product Pricing Project’ aimed at revealing the prices paid for different NHS organisations for the same clinical products.
For further information on Comfifast™ contact Synergy Health on Tel: 01772 299999 or Email:  healthcaresolutions@synergyhealthplc.com
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