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Launch of Digital Era at the Jarvis Breast Screening and Diagnostic Centre

The Mayor of Guildford joined staff, supporters of Surrey Community Health and Breakthrough Breast Cancer yesterday (June 28) to celebrate the opening of a new and improved breast screening service for women in Surrey and North East Hampshire.

Councillor Terence Patrick cut the ribbon to officially launch the new state of the art digital facilities now offered at the Jarvis Breast Screening Centre in Guildford.
 

The refurbished facilities at the Jarvis Centre in Guildford are part of a £4 million investment in breast screening in Surrey which include four new digital diagnostic machines at the Jarvis centre and five new state of the art digital mobile vans which move around the county.  The two year project was funded by NHS Surrey and jointly supported by Surrey Community Health.

Digital mammography provides more accurate and defined images and is more sensitive and specific, especially useful when screening younger age and pre-menopausal women.

The Jarvis Breast Screening centre is also one of the few centre in the UK extending the age range of the  programme, originally offered to women aged 50 - 70, to include younger women aged 47-50 and older women aged 70 to 73. 

Dr Julie Cooke, Clinical Director, said: “I am delighted that NHS Surrey and Surrey Community Health have supported us in introducing digital equipment. It means clinicians can instantly access images, adjust the quality and magnify images in order to achieve quicker and more accurate diagnoses for their patients. This technology means if there is a problem we will find it, and we will find it more quickly. It really has the potential to be lifesaving.”

Amanda Jones, a member of Breakthrough’s Campaigns & Advocacy Network (CAN), attended the launch. She said: "I am enormously proud to help celebrate the amazing re-launch of the Jarvis Breast Screening Centre. The ladies of Surrey and North East Hampshire have access to one of the few fully digitalised breast screening services. We know that every lady who comes here has the full benefit of the latest technology in an environment which is both welcoming and warm with a team of staff who have women’s welfare as their number one priority. I know that Breakthrough holds the Jarvis up as a beacon of good practice and would like other areas across the country to follow in Surrey Community Health's footsteps."
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For more information please contact the Communications Office  on 01932 722952
Notes for editors
Surrey Community Health is the “provider arm” of NHS Surrey. It delivers frontline healthcare in eight Surrey community hospitals, community nursing, community dentistry, health visiting and specialist services such as physiotherapy, diabetes treatment, and renal care. Surrey Community Health is also commissioned to provide healthcare within Surrey’s prisons. 25% of NHS staff work in community services. Everybody uses community services at some point in their life – services range from health visiting at birth all the way through to palliative care at the end of life. Surrey Community Health is one of the largest community service providers in England. 

NHS Surrey (formerly known as Surrey Primary Care Trust) was formed on 1 October 2006. It is responsible for ensuring the right health services are available for the Surrey population, which is currently over one million people. It is also responsible for the general health of the population and for making sure everyone has equal access to health services. NHS Surrey has an annual budget of approximately £1.6 billion to commission healthcare, which includes hospital, community and mental health services.
 

Breakthrough Breast Cancer

         Breakthrough Breast Cancer is a pioneering charity dedicated to the prevention, treatment and ultimate eradication of breast cancer. We fight on three fronts: research, campaigning and education. Breakthrough aims to bring together the best minds and rally the support of all those whose lives have been, or may one day be, affected by the disease. The result will save lives and change futures – by removing the fear of breast cancer for good

         Breakthrough Breast Cancer campaigns to ensure people affected by breast cancer access the best possible services and treatments wherever they live. Breakthrough’s Campaigns & Advocacy Network (Breakthrough CAN) - a national network of over 1,600 individuals and organisations - plays an important part as they work to achieve their vision.  By campaigning locally and joining Breakthrough on its national campaigns, to secure important improvements to the diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer, our members are changing lives and shaping futures.
         One in five breast screening services in England have not introduced digital technology yet.  Breakthrough’s Make Digital Happen campaign aims to identify the barriers that may be preventing this from happening so that all eligible women across the country can access the best possible breast screening services.



