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Media release 


Date:      16 September 2011 

NHS Surrey announces preferred bidder

Assura Medical Limited is announced as preferred bidder for community health services in South West and North West Surrey. 

At its meeting earlier today, NHS Surrey Board has agreed the recommendation of the Programme Board that following a rigorous evaluation process Assura Medical is the preferred bidder for the services currently provided by Surrey Community Health. 
Assura Medical will take on services in North West and South West Surrey, as well as some delivered Surrey-wide, including sexual health services and prison healthcare. 
David Clayton-Smith, NHS Surrey Chair, said: 
“Today’s recommendation to make Assura Medical the preferred bidder for services in South West and North West Surrey follows a tough procurement process. 

“Although it’s a significant milestone, there is still further work to be done as we enter the ‘due diligence’ phase. I am confident that this period of additional scrutiny will ensure the recommendation is robust for the benefit of patients and staff. 

“I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the professionalism of the Surrey Community Health staff over the recent months during this procurement. Their focus has been firmly centred on the quality of care they provide for their patients and today’s recommendation heralds further opportunities for them to reach even higher.”
The next steps are a period of “due diligence” between now and 31 December 2011. This will see further scrutiny of the tender submitted by Assura Medical to ensure the smooth transfer of services takes place on 31 December 2011. 
Alison Edgington, Surrey Community Health Chief Executive, said: 
“I am delighted that we now know who the preferred bidder is and are able to start the real challenge of working closely with them to continue to improve community services in Surrey and deliver healthcare that the Surrey community can be proud of. 
“I would like to thank all Surrey Community Health staff who have shown great patience during this process and remained professional throughout, giving expert care to all their patients. I am extremely proud of all of them.”

New social enterprise nears “go live” in East Surrey 

In East Surrey the new social enterprise First Community Health and Care, arising from a right to request by the staff, continues to work towards a “go live” date of 1 October. Although there is still work to be done before final arrangements are made, good progress continues to be made on the journey to fully separating Surrey Community Health from NHS Surrey. 

David Clayton-Smith added:

“I also offer my congratulations to everyone involved in the development of First Community Health and Care, as they continue to progress to becoming a social enterprise providing high quality care for patients in East Surrey.”



- E N D S -

For more information contact the NHS Surrey Press Office on 01372 201722. 

Follow us on Twitter!  http://twitter.com/NHSSurrey 

Note for editors

1.Surrey Community Health is the “provider arm” of NHS Surrey. It delivers frontline healthcare in eight Surrey community hospitals, community nursing, community dentistry, health visiting and specialist services such as physiotherapy, diabetes treatment, and renal care. Surrey Community Health is also commissioned to provide healthcare within Surrey’s prisons. 25 per cent of NHS staff work in community services. Everybody uses community services at some point in their life – services range from health visiting at birth all the way through to palliative care at the end of life. Surrey Community Health is one of the largest community service providers in England. 

2. NHS Surrey (formerly known as Surrey Primary Care Trust) was formed on 1 October 2006. It is responsible for ensuring the right health services are available for the Surrey population, which is currently over one million people. It is also responsible for the general health of the population and for making sure everyone has equal access to health services. NHS Surrey has an annual budget of approximately £1.6 billion to commission healthcare, which includes hospital, community and mental health services.

