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PRESS RELEASE

8th April, 2013 - for immediate release
First ever WellChild Professor of Community Children’s Nursing to support sick children nationwide 

in partnership with University of Hertfordshire and Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust
WellChild is delighted to announce the appointment of Mark Whiting as the first ever WellChild Professor of Community Children’s Nursing at the University of Hertfordshire. This innovative and exciting appointment will establish one of only a handful of clinical nursing professorships within the United Kingdom and will be undertaken in combination with Mark’s substantive post as Consultant Nurse for Children’s Community and Specialist Nursing with Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust.   .  

Mark is already an established member of WellChild’s Nursing Advisory Panel, and has supported the work of the charity over a number of years.  His appointment will support the development within the University of Hertfordshire of a research focus upon the experience of children and young people with disabilities and complex, long term health needs.
Mark will establish a programme of research working alongside the highly valued nationwide team of WellChild Children’s Nurses who support children to leave hospital and return home to their families with the care and treatment they need. 

A formal launch of the WellChild Professor of Community Children’s Nursing post will take place on International Nurses Day on Friday 10th May when Mark will be giving an inaugural professorial lecture at the Lindop building at the University of Hertfordshire.

Linda Partridge, Head of Programmes for WellChild commented:

“Mark is highly respected in the field of children’s community nursing and this appointment will aid him in continuing to raise the profile of seriously ill children in the community and addressing their needs at a local, regional and national level.”
 WellChild Professor of Community Nursing, Mark Whiting said:

“I am absolutely thrilled to be taking on this new challenge.  It is almost thirty years now since I took up my first appointment as a Children’s Community Nurse in North West London.  Throughout that time my greatest frustration has been the lack of research to demonstrate the real difference that children’s community nurses can make to the lives of children, young people and their families. 
I hope that his appointment will allow me to begin to address that research-deficit.  This really is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and I am very grateful to both WellChild and the University of Hertfordshire for their support in this venture.  
The fact that I will continue to work four days a week within the Children’s Community and Specialist Nursing Team in Hertfordshire Community Trust will help to enhance the credibility and robustness of the research programme by ensuring that it is fully grounded in clinical practice.”
Jackie Kelly, Head of Department for Nursing (Children's, Learning Disability and Mental Health) and Social Work, at the University of Hertfordshire commented: 
“We are delighted to announce the appointment of Mark Whiting as the WellChild Professor of Community Children's Nursing at the University of Hertfordshire. This appointment gives us a new and exciting opportunity to work with WellChild and further extend our established partnerships with Mark and with Hertfordshire Community Trust. We welcome the potential opportunities that this collaborative initiative will enable in addressing a wider audience and ultimately promoting greater emphasis and broader awareness of issues for seriously ill children and their families.”

Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust Children’s Services General Manager Marion Dunstone said: 

“We are excited to be working in partnership with the University and WellChild to improve research in children’s community nursing. Mark’s appointment will also allow our Trust to continue the development of its children’s services research programme.”

The post which is jointly funded by University of Hertfordshire and WellChild has been agreed for an initial three year period.

WellChild is the national charity for sick children and is committed to ensuring that every child in the UK, no matter what their situation, location or diagnosis, has the very best possible quality of care.

The charity provides a team of WellChild Children's Nurses who work with families to ensure that children with complex care needs can leave hospital and return home and, through its Helping Hands scheme, WellChild enlists the support of volunteers to tackle practical projects in the homes of sick children. In addition, the charity has invested more than £20 million in ground-breaking children's health research projects. 

ENDS
For further information about this post and the launch event on International Nurses Day 10th May, 2013, please contact:

Isobel McFarlane – WellChild

Tel: 07803 906816

Email: isobelmcfarlane@wellchild.org.uk / isobel.mcfarlane@btconnect.com
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Notes to Editors:

WellChild is the national charity for sick children and is committed to ensuring that every child in the UK, no matter what their situation, location or diagnosis, has the very best possible quality of care.

The charity, which has Prince Harry as its Patron, funds a unique team of WellChild Children’s Nurses who play an essential role for families across the UK. Those WellChild Nurses help to ensure that children can be cared for at home rather than in hospital wherever possible – cutting through the confusion experienced by parents with a child in long-term hospital care and making sure that families and other carers are able to meet the complicated needs of these young people.

In addition, WellChild funds a number of other projects designed to provide support to families caring for children and young people with long-term or complex care needs. This includes the charity’s unique Helping Hands scheme which enlists the support of volunteers from companies and organisations of all kinds from up and down the country to tackle individual home development projects – helping seriously ill children, young people and their families in truly practical ways.

WellChild also has a successful history of funding important and ground-breaking research aimed at improving treatment and care for children and young people.
WellChild’s programmes have helped many thousands of children and families, and the charity is determined to reach many thousands more.
For more information, please see www.wellchild.org.uk
Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust is one of a new generation of community health service trusts in the NHS, responsible for delivering a wide range of community health services across Hertfordshire.  It is currently seeking Foundation Trust status, which will allow it to operate as a fully-fledged, independent business within the NHS.  One of Hertfordshire’s largest employers, its c3000 staff include health visitors and community nursery nurses, nurses (general and specialist), doctors, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, speech and language therapists, psychologists, ophthalmologists, audiologists, podiatrists and dieticians, supported by clerical teams. 

About the University of Hertfordshire

· The University is the UK’s leading business-facing university and an exemplar in the sector.  It is innovative and enterprising and challenges individuals and organisations to excel.  

· The University of Hertfordshire is one of the region’s largest employers with over 2,650 staff and a turnover of almost £233 million.

· With a student community of over 27,200 including more than 2,800 students from eighty-five different countries, the University has a global network of over 175,000 alumni. 

· It is also one of the top 100 universities in the world under 50 years old, according to the new Times Higher Education 100 under 50 rankings 2012.

· For more information, please visit www.herts.ac.uk
