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PSS launches innovative service to help mums forge stronger bonds with babies
A pioneering new service that helps mums struggling to form a relationship with their baby – the only one of its kind in the north of England – is being officially launched in Liverpool next week.

LivPIP is being run by social enterprise PSS and will work with women and their families from pregnancy through birth and up to two years of age.
It comes after the social enterprise was awarded almost half a million pounds from the Parent Infant Partnership (PIP UK) and Liverpool Clinical Commissioning Group, in recognition of its previous work helping to transform the lives of women experiencing post natal depression (PND). 
Michael Galbraith is the clinical psychologist lead on the service who has a wealth of experience in this area of work.
Early intervention is key to helping women with PND, highlighted by an increasing body of recent research from organisations including the NSPCC and Imperial College London, that reinforces why support in helping mothers and babies to form a secure attachment is vital. There are numerous reasons why attachment doesn’t happen, for example, trauma birth, past abuse or domestic violence.
Clinical psychologist Michael Galbraith will attend the event, as well as a representative from Fathers Reaching Out, a charity working with dads suffering from PND and PND sufferers who have received help from PSS.
“By addressing issues as early as possible research shows there is a reduced need for secondary services for the child later in life such as social care, family support and even health issues,” said Julie Rawlinson, PND service manager for PSS.

“Attachment is really crucial in a baby’s brain development and we are very keen to highlight the importance of supporting families during the first crucial two years of their babies’ lives.

“Mothers who cannot form a secure bond with their baby are much more likely to experience a whole range of issues as their children grow such as behavioural problems and poor performance at school. However this can be turned around if they are supported early on, saving a great deal of heartache as well as resources in picking up the pieces.

 “We would echo PIP UK’s vision of ‘a society of emotionally secure children who grow up to become emotionally secure adults.”
LivPIP aims to focus wholly on the parent baby relationship offering a variety of individual and group work. The service aims to form stronger bonds and positive relationships between parents and their babies.”

LivPIP also offers direct support and training to health professionals and aims to raise awareness of the service amongst doctors, nurses, midwives, health visitors and children’s services across Merseyside.

PSS works with women and their families in their own homes and in children’s centres across the city, providing face to face and online support, pointing women to more specialist help where needed.

Launch details:

Wednesday, 26th March; 1-4pm

Blackburne House, Hope Street, Liverpool

Media interviews: 11am-12noon

Case studies are also available.
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Rachael Stott, Head of Communications, PSS, 0151 702 5581, 07595 863136 rachael.stott@pss.org.uk, 18 Seel Street, Liverpool, L1 4BE

Sue Ormesher on 0151 721 8763; mob: 0789 441 4121; email sueormesher@hotmail.com
Notes for Editors
Ï) PSS is a social enterprise that works across the UK. We have one key purpose: to help people get the most from life, whether this is at home, in their families, in their health and well-being or within their wider support networks. In 2019 our organisation will celebrate its 100th birthday, but even as the years mount up one thing’s for sure, we’re not slowing with age. 

As an organisation we developed some of the best known names in community support including Age Concern, the Citizen’s Advice Bureau and Legal Aid. Today our team is continuing our legacy of innovation. We sit alongside Local Government and NHS services plugging the gaps and providing ‘on the ground’ support for a wide array of people. Our aim is simple and has been at the heart of what we do for a long time: to make the lives of those we work with better. In the 21st century we have evolved this mission to highlight the importance of encouraging people to choose their own support ‘We recognise when people are in need and help them find new and practical ways to get the most out of life’. To make this a reality we provide a range of services which work across a wide spectrum of personal experience and need. This is no mean feat, our work reaches far and wide but across the organisation we give our time, push our innovation, plan our resources and recruit our teams to ensure our experience and our dedication is shaped around the individuals we support.

As our track record should tell you; we never give up on finding the right service for each individual we work with. If we don't have a service currently to meet their needs, we develop one and that is why we've been around for nearly 100 years, because we don't wait for someone else to find the solutions, we create them.

