	[image: image2.jpg]Peninsula
+» Community
Health

Quality care, closer to you



                                              [image: image3.jpg]Cornwall Partnership NHS

NHS Foundation Trust





	


	[image: image1.jpg]Cornwall Partnership NHS

NHS Foundation Trust







	Approved Press Release 
	


23 July 2014 - [EMBARGOED TO Monday 28 July 2014]
Bringing health services together 
A range of options are being investigated as part of a scheme of work looking at the future delivery of care in Cornwall, particularly focusing on closer working.
 As part of this, Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust (CFT) and Peninsula Community Health (PCH) have announced plans to support closer clinical working and will be carrying out a study of the benefits to patients of greater service integration. The study aims to share expertise across the two organisations which are the major providers of community based services to the people of Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. 
If the study establishes patient benefits, both organisations could look to working together and help provide a stronger more resilient single organisation as they both share the belief that integrated working will deliver better, more efficient health services to local people. This would also enable them to meet the challenges of an ageing population needing better care for an increasing number of people living with long term conditions and dementia as well as making it easier for people to access NHS services.
Phil Confue, Chief Executive of Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust said: “We are looking at options where patients will continue to be treated locally but with staff treating them being part of a wider team. We are just beginning this process but we will be involving  our staff, Governors, members, local people and GPs in discussions about how we best develop services.”

Steve Jenkin, Chief Executive of Peninsula Community Health added: “In the current financial climate it is important that we focus on our main priority to keep high quality patient care at the heart of everything we do. Therefore we are looking at a range of options working with NHS Kernow and other providers that would use the strengths of each of our organisations to complement each other and enable us to deliver a high level of care, closer to home for our patients.”
Andrew Abbott, Director of Operations, NHS Kernow comments: “We fully support the investigation into more integrated working.  If our population is to be able to live the lives they want to the best of their ability in their communities, we need care and support that is coordinated around their needs and goals. To achieve this we need to bring health, social care and voluntary sector services closer together for the benefit of our population. We therefore look forward to the findings of this study.”

Information about the clinical collaboration will be available on both organisations websites. 
The outcomes of the study will be presented to both organisations in October 2014.
ENDS
For further information contact:
· Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust’s Communications Team on: 01208 834633
· Peninsula Community Health’s Communications Team on: Community Health, 01726 627752
Please note, out of hours media enquiries should be directed to our main switchboard at Bodmin: 01208 251300. Ask for the director on call.
Notes to editors:

Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust
Cornwall Partnership NHS Foundation Trust delivers community health services to children and young people and mental health and learning disability services to people of all ages across Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. The majority of the Trust’s services are based in local communities, enabling care to be provided as close as possible to where people live.

The Trust obtained its Foundation Trust status in March 2010 and is the sole foundation trust in Cornwall and the only foundation trust providing mental health and learning disability services within the South West Peninsula. 

CFT employs almost 2,000 people.
Peninsula Community Health

Peninsula Community Health is the provider of community-based health services to adults in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly and provides NHS services through Community Hospitals, Minor Injuries Units and Community Nursing Teams. 

Peninsula Community Health was established in October 2011 as a not-for-profit community interest company and employs approximately 2100 people. 
For further information visit www.peninsulacommunityhealth.co.uk 
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